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We next come to the fact that all the centres of civilization
were on or near the Pacific coast Why were th§ Indians of
New England so much lower in the scale of civilization than
those of Arizona? To say that the latter got their civiliza-
tion from Mexico is no answer, for the same question arises
with respect to that country. According to the accepted
theory, man made his way into America across Bering Strait;
to do this he must have been accustomed to a cold climate,
yet he only developed a civilization in a hot one. The
probable reason is that while man may have come in first
by Bering Strait, his civilization came later by sea across the
Pacific. The same argument applies even more forcibly to
South America. How is it that civilization was confined to
the inhospitable region of the Andes, while the most fertile
and now most prosperous regions, such as those round Rio
de Janeiro and Buenos Aires, remained in a state of savagery?
Although these regions are the most fertile, their present
prosperity is due largely to the fact that they are nearer to
Europe, their source of civilization; Peru is nearer to Asia,
which was its probable source of civilization.
The idea that China may have influenced Peru is strange
to Europeans, since we are brought up to regard China as
the farthest east and Peru as the farthest west, as they appear
to be on a map of the world drawn on Mercator's projection,
We find it difficult to realize that it is only forty miles from
Asia to America across Bering Strait, and that wide as is
the Pacific, some of the islands of Polynesia, in particular
Hawaii and Easter Island, are nearer to America than they
are to Asia or to the westernmost islands of Polynesia* It
is therefore obviously possible that those who colonized
Hawaii might have gone on and reached California* and that
those who colonized Easter Island might have gone on and
reached Peru. Whether we come to the amdimtan tbtt
they did so depends on how we interpret the evidence.
Most Americanists make no attempt to weigh the

